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			Mastering the art of oral storytelling
		

				

					

		

					

		
				
							

							
					
			
						
				
					
			

		

				

				

				
				
					
			

		

				

				

				
				
			Promoting and celebrating Storytelling and Storytellers 		

				

				
				
					
			
						

		

				

				

				
				
			Thank you to everyone who took part in National Storytelling Week 2024
		

				

				
						
					
			
							

		

				
			
						
				
					
			

		

				

				

				
				
							Explore the magical art of oral storytelling. Find storytelling events across the UK,  search our directory of Storytellers, use our resource guides and attend our annual Storytelling Gathering. In every culture, stories from the shortest fable to the greatest epics, have helped us share our beliefs and understand the mystery of being human. Join us and become a member of the Society for Storytelling.
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			About the SfS
		

				

				
				
					
			

		

				

				

				
				
							The Society for Storytelling is a registered charity based in the UK that was first founded in 1993. It aims to promote and celebrate the oral tradition of storytelling as an inclusive, social and cultural activity. The SfS Board of Trustees, national representatives and members, foster a community of shared experiences, raising awareness about the power of storytelling as a medium for education, entertainment, and cultural preservation.
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			Wendy Shearer
		

				

				
				
			Chair
		

				

				
				
							
			I have been a member of the Society for Storytelling for 8 years and previously helped out with creating a social media presence on the society’s Twitter and Facebook platforms. I have over 20 years of broadcasting, digital media and editorial experience, including roles as Managing Editor for the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew and a Senior Producer for Children’s BBC (CBBC). I am passionate about raising public awareness of the value and benefits of oral storytelling and making stories from a variety of cultures, easily accessible to all. I have a particular interest in stories from African and Caribbean cultures and have published three books: Caribbean Folktales: stories from the islands and the Windrush generation; African & Caribbean Folktales, Myths and Legends; Bedtimes Stories – Beautiful Black Tales from the Past.
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			Andy Copps
		

				

				
				
			Treasurer
		

				

				
				
							
			I am a professional storyteller, author and trainer and facilitator who works in schools and organisations in the art of applied storytelling. I am licensed by Roald Dahl HQ and have a published children’s book ‘My pug named Hugg’. I also founded The Chalking Stories Project to inspire and motivate others to imagine, create and share their story. I originally trained as a chartered accountant and have a 20-year career working in technology and financial services companies. I bring to the SfS board a wealth of financial, information system, regulatory, risk and controls experience. I am an accredited CPD (continued professional development) trainer, working with professionals across all levels, in developing their public speaking and communication skills. I love to help people in finding and sharing their stories and more recently I started working with secondary school and college final year students in developing their confidence and skills for their journey ahead.
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			Alastair K Daniel
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			I am a performance storyteller, researcher, writer and consultant in storytelling working in the UK and abroad. Following twelve years touring schools in the UK and the Low Countries with The Story Tent, I made the move from professional storytelling to academia in 2010, incorporating storytelling into university teacher education – at the same time continuing as an active member of Surrey Storytellers. In the summer of 2022, I ended my term as Principal Lecturer in Primary English at the University of Roehampton to focus on storytelling once more and to develop my work as an independent scholar. I currently co-convene both the Storytellers in Schools Forum and the Storytelling Special Interest Group for the UK Literacy Association. Throughout my career, I have been an advocate for storytelling as a means of enhancing education (from early years practice to postgraduate research) both as an art form and an integrated part of teaching and learning.
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			Zoe Oliver
		

				

				
				
			Membership Secretary
		

				

				
				
							
			I have had a varied professional life, from tax law consultant to setting up an estate agency in France to home educator to freelance copywriter/administrator and textile artist to community minibus driver. The connecting thread in these things has always been my love of the English language, be that in everyday communication, literature, art, theatre, poetry and, of course, story. I am delighted to be involved in the Society for Storytelling at such a crucial time and look forward to seeing it flourish and grow in the coming years.
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			Sayara Beg
		

				

				
				
			Secretary
		

				

				
				
							
			My background is in data and analytics and I am also an experienced trainer/consultant, certified STEM ambassador, Toastmaster and professional speaker. This gives me a host of skills which I am now applying to promoting storytelling and its cultural significance. I am a Fellow of the Higher Education Academy and am interested in developing initiatives to empower individuals through storytelling. My focus is on raising awareness of the power of storytelling and driving engagement for the Society’s mission., I bring governance, strategic planning, and leadership skills to guide its growth and ensure long-term sustainability.
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			Wendy Shearer
		

				

				
				
			Chair
		

				

				
				
							
			I have been a member of the Society for Storytelling for 8 years and previously helped out with creating a social media presence on the society’s Twitter and Facebook platforms. I have over 20 years of broadcasting, digital media and editorial experience, including roles as Managing Editor for the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew and a Senior Producer for Children’s BBC (CBBC). I am passionate about raising public awareness of the value and benefits of oral storytelling and making stories from a variety of cultures, easily accessible to all. I have a particular interest in stories from African and Caribbean cultures and have published three books: Caribbean Folktales: stories from the islands and the Windrush generation; African & Caribbean Folktales, Myths and Legends; Bedtimes Stories – Beautiful Black Tales from the Past.
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			Andy Copps
		

				

				
				
			Treasurer
		

				

				
				
							
			I am a professional storyteller, author and trainer and facilitator who works in schools and organisations in the art of applied storytelling. I am licensed by Roald Dahl HQ and have a published children’s book ‘My pug named Hugg’. I also founded The Chalking Stories Project to inspire and motivate others to imagine, create and share their story. I originally trained as a chartered accountant and have a 20-year career working in technology and financial services companies. I bring to the SfS board a wealth of financial, information system, regulatory, risk and controls experience. I am an accredited CPD (continued professional development) trainer, working with professionals across all levels, in developing their public speaking and communication skills. I love to help people in finding and sharing their stories and more recently I started working with secondary school and college final year students in developing their confidence and skills for their journey ahead.
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			Alastair K Daniel
		

				

				
				
			Education Officer
		

				

				
				
							
			I am a performance storyteller, researcher, writer and consultant in storytelling working in the UK and abroad. Following twelve years touring schools in the UK and the Low Countries with The Story Tent, I made the move from professional storytelling to academia in 2010, incorporating storytelling into university teacher education – at the same time continuing as an active member of Surrey Storytellers. In the summer of 2022, I ended my term as Principal Lecturer in Primary English at the University of Roehampton to focus on storytelling once more and to develop my work as an independent scholar. I currently co-convene both the Storytellers in Schools Forum and the Storytelling Special Interest Group for the UK Literacy Association. Throughout my career, I have been an advocate for storytelling as a means of enhancing education (from early years practice to postgraduate research) both as an art form and an integrated part of teaching and learning.
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			Zoe Oliver
		

				

				
				
			Membership Secretary
		

				

				
				
							
			I have had a varied professional life, from tax law consultant to setting up an estate agency in France to home educator to freelance copywriter/administrator and textile artist to community minibus driver. The connecting thread in these things has always been my love of the English language, be that in everyday communication, literature, art, theatre, poetry and, of course, story. I am delighted to be involved in the Society for Storytelling at such a crucial time and look forward to seeing it flourish and grow in the coming years.
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			Sayara Beg
		

				

				
				
			Secretary
		

				

				
				
							
			My background is in data and analytics and I am also an experienced trainer/consultant, certified STEM ambassador, Toastmaster and professional speaker. This gives me a host of skills which I am now applying to promoting storytelling and its cultural significance. I am a Fellow of the Higher Education Academy and am interested in developing initiatives to empower individuals through storytelling. My focus is on raising awareness of the power of storytelling and driving engagement for the Society’s mission., I bring governance, strategic planning, and leadership skills to guide its growth and ensure long-term sustainability.
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			Mark Goldspink
		

				

				
				
			Strategy
		

				

				
				
							
			I have many years of success in commercial and entrepreneurial environments and have been variously described as an “ambidextrous leader” and an “out of the box” forward-thinking executive. I have also been heavily involved with the Institute of Corporate Resilience, which gives me expertise in maintaining best practices in business governance. I am now using these skills to steer the SfS into an era of new growth. My great passions in life are my spending time with my four sons, enjoying an afternoon’s rugby or golf, and singing as a member of Kingston Rock choir.
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The East Anglian Storytelling Festival
The East Anglian Storytelling Festival, 17 – 19 May 2024 is the first opportunity of the year to spend a…
Read More






	
Psalms from the Horse's Mouth with Hugh Lupton
Author, storyteller, poet and singer of ballads, Hugh Lupton recreates the ancient connection between people and horses, through poetry, music…
Read More






	
Mara: stories with Dominic Kelly
Entertaining, unsettling and moving, this solo storytelling performance isa whodunnit… a love storya dive into the dreamscape of Swedish folkloreand…
Read More






	
Unlucky Mothers and Naughty Japanese Badgers
Had enough of mother’s day flowers and chocolate?  This is the perfect antidote. Naughty Japanese Badgers love to play tricks…
Read More






	
Grey Wolf Story Cafe, Abergavenny
Come and join storyteller Marcus Pibworth at the Little Green Refill Cafe, Abergavenny for an evening of myths, wonder tales…
Read More






	
Scottish International Storytelling Festival
Join us as we explore and celebrate the Right To Be Human. This year, on the 75th anniversary of the…
Read More






	
Stories on the Way
Come and enjoy live storytelling in the relaxed setting of the Netherbow Theatre, where our amazing apprentice storytellers share supernatural…
Read More






	
Dominic Kelly with Mara - live and online
An Evening of Divine Remembrance in the presence of H.E. Shaykh Muhammad al-Yaqoubi. A Murid Gathering with His Eminence Shaykh…
Read More






	
The Mighty Goddess (solo)
An Evening of Divine Remembrance in the presence of H.E. Shaykh Muhammad al-Yaqoubi. A Murid Gathering with His Eminence Shaykh…
Read More






	
Lunchtime Lectures with Jess Smith
An Evening of Divine Remembrance in the presence of H.E. Shaykh Muhammad al-Yaqoubi. A Murid Gathering with His Eminence Shaykh…
Read More









		

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
			


		

				

					

		

					

		
				
						
					
			
						
				
			Be part of the Society for Storytelling
		

				

				
				
							Be a part of it all and help support storytelling as an art form. You can join up as a professional or as a supporter. Tell us what’s going on in your storytelling world. If you want to talk to us about what you’d like to see the SfS doing or to join our friendly team of volunteers, please get in touch via the contact page.
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							The Society for Storytelling is registered charity number 1052038 and company number 03139120 limited by guarantee in England and Wales.
Patrons: Kevin Crossley-Holland, Taffy Thomas MBE, Dame Marina Warner, Prof. Jack Zipes.
Founding Patron: Eileen Colwell. Lifelong Patron and Guiding Hand: Grace Hallworth
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